
 

 
What a wonderful conference we had in San Francisco this year! Not only 
was the city and all it offered simply beautiful, but the session choices were 
varied, interesting and intellectually challenging and most logistics came off 
without a hitch. And, there was much to celebrate in terms of the awards and 
grants given out at our business meeting. Please read about the recipients of 
this yearôs honors in the newsletter. I look forward to a similarly positive ex-
perience next year in Philadelphia.  
 
Speaking of Philadelphia, as you read this, we are days away from the July 
22 deadline for proposals. In 2014 we once again hope to offer a wide varie-
ty of symposia, papers, posters, and round tables, as well as opportunities 
for networking with colleagues from all over the world. It is important to un-
derstand that the number of sessions offered is based on a formula involving 
the number of members and proposal submissions, so please: (1) remember 
to renew your membership each year, and (2) consider submitting a pro-
posal to the SIG. Our increasing membership and increase in proposal sub-
missions and sessions over the past couple of years had helped us become 
a stronger voice in the overall AERA conversation.   
 
Also, next yearôs business meeting and reception will involve some exciting 
changes. SIG members Aubrey Wang, of St. Josephôs University, and 
Frances Rust, of the University of Pennsylvania, are helping secure co-
sponsorship from their universities. In addition, Aubrey is helping us organize 
the event at the beautiful Barnes Museum http://www.barnesfoundation.org/
about/. We will keep you posted as plans for this special event evolve.  
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We also hope to offer an opportunity for members to engage in volunteering or supporting in some 
way a local program, agency or school that will be identified near the conference venue in Philadel-
phia. There is much our members have to offer in terms of talent, enthusiasm, care and compassion, 
and Iôd like us to find ways to facilitate ways to engage that energy in meaningful activities and expe-
riences within the communities that host our annual conferences. If there is a member who is willing 
and feels called to take leadership in helping to organize such a community service opportunity, 
please contact me.  
 
In the meantime, I want to take this opportunity to thank members who cycled off the Executive 
Board and give new elected officers a welcome and thank you for agreeing to serve. First, my sin-
cere thanks to Past-Chair Nancy Barbour of James Madison University, as well as Chris Brown, 
Chair-Elect from UT-Austin, who have been invaluable colleagues supporting me in my role as chair. 
Applause is deserved for Mary Bowne of South Dakota State, 2013 Program Chair, and her co-chair 
Debi Ackerman of ETS. Thank you so much for a wonderful program. As Mary leaves, we welcome 
Julia Atiles from OSU-Stillwater. I give a very personal thank you to our Secretary-Treasurer, Abby 
Jewkes of East Carolina University, who is so adept, insightful, and keeps things running smoothly.   
 
The SIG could not function as well as it does without the hard work and dedication of other members 
of the board who carry out the work of nominations, elections, reviewing submissions for awards, 
and award selections. I am grateful to last yearôs senior members at-large: Martha Buell, University 
of Delaware and Nancy File, UW-Milwaukee; junior members at large Travis Wright, UW-Madison 
and Mollie Collins of Vanderbilt. This year we say good-bye to Mollie and Nancy, and welcome two 
newly elected at-large members, Marty Lash from Kent State and Amber Friesen from San Francis-
co State. Communication in a SIG as large as ours is very important. After many years of exception-
al management of the SIGôs listserv, we give a huge thanks and rather reluctant good-bye to Lucy 
Heimer from UW-Whitewater, but a big welcome to Sara Michael-Luna from 
Queens College. Finally, thanks to Christine Wang of SUNY, who is continu-
ing to be in charge of our website (and which we hope to develop more fully 
in the coming year), as well as to Teresa Buchanan, Newsletter Editor from 
Louisiana State.   
 
One reason for our success stems from the fact that we have over 420 mem-
bers, making us the largest SIG within AERA. Please remember, we are all 
volunteers and the EE/CD SIG is your SIG, our SIG. It is what we make it. 
Please be on the watch for ways to get involved, send us your ideas, and re-
spond to calls for nominations for awards, elections for board members, and 
invitations to serve on committees and review proposals for the annual pro-
gram. Thank you for your membership and involvement in the SIG and for all 
you do for young children and families!  
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